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This article analyzes those questions on cultural identity which contemporary welfare slates
often face under impacts of globalization by discussing the cases of 1he European Union and
the Finnish welfare state. The first part of this article introduces social scientific disconrses
on globalization and explores how to make sense of nation slates and citizenship by
cxamining the concept of citizenship developed by the Ewropean Ugion. The latter part
focuses on the ethnicity and cultural identity in Finland uader globalization and European
integration. Issues on ethaicity in Finland will be discussed by drawing special attention to a
series of Finnish discourses on national language(s), official bilingualism, ethuic minorities,
immigrants and eugenic hygine in relation to the cultural formation of the Finnish welfare
state.
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