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The Policy-Making Influence of Chief State School Officer in the Educational
Administration in the United States.

Tetsuya KAJISA

This paper considers, based on the study of Campbell & Mazzoni, the influence of
chief state school officers (CSSQ’s) in educational policy-making processes at the state level,
They found the following:

) {1) Neally all CSS(s have some influence in the legislative arena.

{2} C350’s, akmost without exception, exert great influence. in the state education agency
arena.

(3} Elected CSS0s have more influence than appointed CSSO’s in the legislative arena.

{4) Appointed CSSO’s tend to respect more ideas and suggestions of state boards of
education {SBE’s} than elected CSS0’s in the state education agency arena.

i suggest the following from these findings:

(1) The laws assign the policy-making authority to SBE and the policy-implementing
function to CSSO0. But it is doubtful whether this legal relationship between CSSO
and SBE ensures “layman control of education”, because CSS(s instead of
SBE's exercise preponderant influence.

(2) It is to be desired that SBE should have the legal power to appoint its own CSSO,

because appointed CSS0’s are inclined to respect more ideas of SBE’s
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