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Changing Land Usage Patterns in Nichinan City Urban Development
Shinobu ISURUGI

Nichinan-city, with 47,596 inhabitants (1995), is the core city in South Miyazaki
prefecture. The purpose of this paper is to analyze the developement and present conditions
concering Land use changes in the center (Obi, Aburatsu, Agata) of Nichinan.

Obi is a castle town existing since the Edo period, in which the Otemon, Yokobaba and
Jyumonji areas have been appointed important traditional buildings preservation districts.
Each of these places has architectural and landscape beauty that leaves the wvisitor
entranced. Obi was not included in the urban development of Nichinan, so the Samurai
buildings were not destroyed. Tourists have a keen interest in visiting Obi.

Aburatsu has specialized in fishery and trade since olden times. The port of Aburatsu has
exported Obi cedar since the Edo period, and fished Tunas and Bonitos since the Meiji
period. Additionally it has become one of the most important ports in the southern region
of Miyazaki prefecture. It brings in goods such oil and chemical products and ships out
various paper products.

Agata is a new style town different from Obi and Aburatsu. After the pulp factory was
built in Agata in 1937, it brought about industrialization in Nichinan. After World War 1I,
Nichinan was born by combination of Obi, Aburatsu, Agata and other villages, and at the
same time, the city hall was established in Agata. It has become the central business
district. It has also been accompanied by a very rapid population growth in Agata, where

most of the people in Nichinan live.
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