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Location and Function of Retail Clothing Shops
in Akita Prefecture :
From the Viewpoint of Urban Hierarchy

Shinobu ISURUGI

The purpose of this paper is to analyze the location and function of retail clothing shops
in Akita Prefecture. Akita City, the capital of Akita prefecture, has 3.1 hundred thousand
inhabitants. The mens’ and ladies’ clothing shops in Akita city consist of local and non-
local retail stores. In Akita City, there are more wholesale products from Tokyo from
Minato and Shibuya-ku (Aoyama and Harajuku respectively) ~han wholesale products from
Chiyoda and Chuo-ku (Kanda and Nihonbashi respectively). The fashion sense of clothes
found in Aoyama and Harajuku 1s excellent. As a result, Akita City has become the
fashion center of Akita Prefecture.

There are 8 small cities in Akita with a population of under one hundred thousand. The
clothing shops 1in small cities consist of both mens' and ladies’ western clothing shops and
clothing shops which also sell accessories, such as shoes, belts, hats, underwears, etc.

There are 60 towns and villages in Akita with a population of under 30 thousand. Most
of the clothing shops in these towns and villages sell both, western clothes and accessories.
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