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A Study on Coping with the Problem of Nonattendance at School
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Summary

The purpose of this study is to investigate how to cope with the problem of nonattendance at school for a
long time. There were 123,358 children in 2004 who were absent from primary schools and junior high
schools more than 30 days in a year, which is one of the big issues for education at school in Japan.

We investigated that problem by many official reports and books, and furthermore researched it by means
of an interview with teachers of three primary schools. The number of non-attending school pupils has
decreased from the year 2001, but the rate of nonattendance at school has not changed greatly during the past
few years and the number of non-attending pupils in 2004 is twice as many as that in 1991. The number of
those pupils has remained a high level.

The cause of nonattendance at school is related to family life and school life. The problem is mainly caused
by parent-child relationships for primary school children and peer relationships for junior high school pupils.
For the last four years, Miyazaki has been one of the five prefectures with the lowest rates of nonattendance
at school. Miyazaki is also one of the five prefectures with the lowest ratios of bullying and violent
behavior in public schools (primary schools, junior high schools and high schools). Miyazaki is the only
prefecture which has such low ratios for both nonattendance and bullying and violent behavior.

There are three reasons why there is a low rate of nonattendance at school in Miyazaki. One of the reasons
is that there are few incentives for pupils to play in any other place rather than go to school. Another reason
is the personality of the people of Miyazaki prefecture who are easy-going, calm, genial and lack a
competitive spirit. The third reason is that teachers in schools have faced the problem positively and
continuously with families and related agencies. We think that the last reason is the most important to cope

with the problem, however any problem is complicated and there is no easy way to settle problems.
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FRAEIS ST RAEFER HELSBRE
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i B (W) 2001 FREBEMEROEZ KREER

g ARIEFD 2005 BEMROEE SRR

HESMEEZRES 1990 FRTFEFBRAECRFNEESBES

FUCETE 2003 [THERITTARER  PEITNFERRRICL] FESEETE (20034£10H3H),

KATEHE (FR) 2003 4FE 1 HEE<AER>MEOH - LER] KBEETHEN, H58%, H3E, 13-43.
IINEERE

FHFTAV— 2003 T[RARS, 2FEFECHE SYTIT AU —FBt (200348H24H)

SFIFAV— 2003 WU, REK, &FHWDHI FTHTA4 Y —FHE+ (2003485 28H)
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(& #t1)
SRR 165 FE O /N R OFREF R BI AR BRIREAES (30B LLE)

BT IR i il &t 1,000 A 272D D
g [E3hva /AN FAST &t [Edhva NSL FAST &t [El 3z AR FASL TEAZ R B AEFERK
1| ¥ #E 708 0 707 1| 3,241 3) 3238 0| 3,949 3| 3,945 1 8.5
2 | HF HF R 203 3 200 o 1,131 20 1129 0| 1,334 5 1,329 0 10.1
3| F R 163 0 163 0 985 5 979 1 1,148 5| 1,142 1 9.2
4 0E R 397 0 396 11 2,015 3| 1961 51| 2,412 3l 2,357 52 11.7
5 % B B 154 1 153 0 665 7 652 6 819 8 805 6 8.5
6 | 2 & 170 0 170 0 815 5 808 2 985 5 978 2 9.1
T8 B R 291 1 288 2| 1,581 4| 1523 4] 1,822 5 1,811 6 9.2
8 | % W & 486 0 486 o| 2,423 1 2403 19| 2,909 1| 2,889 19 10.8
9 |#F K B 452 4 448 0| 1,992 1 1982 9| 2,444 5| 2,430 9 13.7
0|8 8 R 321 0 321 0| 1,608 0f 1603 5 1,929 0| 1,924 5 10.7
11| % E B 1,372 1| 1370 1| 5,894 0| 5816 78| 7,266 1| 7,186 79 12.1
120 F ¥ B 767 1 764 2| 4,074 5| 3992 77| 4,841 6| 4,756 79 9.7
13| % m® #5| 1,831 3| 1803 25 7,487 11| 6893 583| 9,318 14| 8,696 608 10.7
14 | &I | 1,904 2| 1895 71 7,276 11| 7074 191 9,180 13| 8,969 198 13.3
15|35 B & 484 3 481 o| 1,822 4| 1813 5| 2,306 7| 2,294 5 10.8
16| L R 178 3 175 0 736 3 733 0 914 6 908 0 10.0
7| & R 203 0 203 0 868 15 848 5{ 1,071 15 1,051 5 10.4
18|48 3# R 155 0 154 1 636 0 635 1 791 0 789 2 10.4
19| R 213 3 210 0 752 4 734 14 965 7 944 14 11.8
208 ¥ R 576 2 574 0| 1,942 19] 1923 o| 2,518 21| 2,497 0 12.8
21 | BB 457 0 457 ol 1,725 3 1717 5 2,182 3| 2,174 5 11.5
22 | ¥ M R 663 1 661 1] 2,790 5| 2719 66| 3,453 6| 3,380 67 10.5
23 0% & W | 1,503 5| 1498 0| 5,942 12| 5867 63| 7,445 17{ 7,365 63 11.8
24 |=Z & B 369 2 366 1| 1,545 2| 1527 16| 1,914 4; 1,893 17 11.5
25 | ¥ B R 492 0 492 o| 1,342 1| 1325 16| 1,834 1| 1,817 16 14.3
26 | B # T 576 2 571 3| 2,042 8| 1979 55{ 2,618 10| 2,550 58 12.4
27 | K B AF{ 1,937 3| 1927 7| 8,724 2| 8469 253| 10, 661 5 10,396 260 14.6
28 | & fE R 828 7 819 2| 4,585 26 4452 107| 5,413 33| 5,271 109 1.1
29| &% B B 378 1 373 4 1,260 of 1224 36| 1,638 1| 1,597 40 13.0
30 | Fdk LR 300 3 297 0| 1,008 8 968 32| 1,308 11{ 1,265 32 13.9
31| B W B 122 1 121 0 542 7 535 0 664 8 656 0 12.1
2| H B R 263 1 262 0 769 4 756 9| 1,032 5| 1,018 9 15.8
33| M L& 522 2 519 1 1,791 6| 1747 38| 2,313 8 2,266 39 13.5
MK B R 718 0 717 1] 2,642 4| 2574 64| 3,360 4| 3,201 65 13.4
36 A B’ 294 0 294 of 1,173 4| 1165 4| 1,467 4 1,459 4 11.8
36| 5 K 146 0 146 0 645 3 642 0 791 3 788 0 11.6
37| &F JII B 144 0 144 0 822 1 805 16 966 1 949 16 11.2
38 | F BB R 163 2 161 0 831 3 828 0 994 5 989 0 7.7
39 | @ M B 196 1 195 0 705 3 661 41 901 4 856 41 13.7
40 | 8 M B 735 0 733 2| 3,944 1| 3893 50| 4,679 1| 4,626 52 10.7
41 | e B R 135 0 135 0 711 3 707 1 846 3 842 1 10.0
2k K R 189 0 187 2 961 2 947 12| 1,150 2| 1,134 14 8.1
43 | fE AR B 249 1 248 0| 1,523 3| 1505 15| 1,772 4| 1,753 15 10.4
4| K 5 R 223 0 223 0 898 2 896 o| 1,121 2{ 1,119 0 10.6
45 | B K &R 94 1 93 0 770 3 767 0 864 3 860 0 7.9
46 | IR B R 282 0 282 o| 1,285 14| 1257 14| 1,567 14| 1,539 14 9.5
47 | vh MR 304 0 304 o| 1,139 0 1131 8| 1,443 0| 1,435 8 9.2
& gt | 23,310 60| 23,186 64100, 007 233| 97,802 1,972|123,317 293(120,988| 2,036 11.4
| wauste | 24,017] 52 23,067]  58[102,149) 198|100, 088 1,863|126,226]  250[124,085] 1,921] | 1.5 |
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