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Introduction

This collection of articles, related to active learning and critical thinking, have been selected
from the pages of Comparative Culture, The Journal of Miyazaki International College.
Arranged thematically, they represent a sustained inquiry into the practice of active learning as a
means of developing the critical thinking skills of students at Miyazaki International College
(MIC). The first article features the founder of the college, Dr. Hisayasu Otsubo, outlining his
vision for the college and the rationale behind his placing active learning and critical thinking at
the center of the college’s approach to education. The articles that follow include both research
articles and articles detailing classroom applications of active learning. In line with the mission
and objectives of the Acceleration Program for University Education Rebuilding, which calls for
greater improvement of active learning and the visualization of learning outcomes, it is hoped
that this collection of articles will further the knowledge, interest, and research into active

learning and how it can contribute to the development of critical thinking skills.
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